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Synopsis

A¢a -A“A monumental worklA¢a —A« A¢a -4 «Cleveland PressA¢a —-A“Moving, fascinating,
informativeA¢a -A| No other book on this subjectA¢a -A|comes close to O Jerusalem!A¢a —A-
A¢a -4 <Los Angeles TimesA¢a —-A“lt reads like a whodunit, and you turn page after page to see
what happens next. A¢a -A| The pace is so swift, the drama so heightened by alternating flashes of
tragedy and comedy that one has to stop frequently just to catch oneA¢a -a,¢s breath and
marvel.A¢ga -A A¢a -4 *The New York Times Book ReviewA¢a —A“A remarkable bookA¢a -A|a
history that not only clarifies the military and political events of the war but brings its human
dimensions vividly to life.A¢a -A+ A¢a -4 <The National Observer**At the center of this massive
and brilliant book is the most universal of man’s cities: Jerusalem, the mystic heart of three great
religions, condemned to pay for the passions it inspires by beingA¢a —a «through forty
centuriesA¢a -4 «the most bitterly disputed site in the world.O Jerusalem! is the classic retelling of
the spellbinding events of the birth of Israel. Moment by moment, Collins and Lapierre weave a
brilliant tapestry of shattered hopes, fierce pride, and breathtaking daring as the Arabs, Jews, and
British collide in their fight for control of Jerusalem.Collins and Lapierre profile the Jewish fighters,
from the commanders Ben Gurion and Golda Meir to the soldiers, rabbinical students, and refugees
taken directly from their ships to fight; the Arab soldiers, from the explosives expert planting bombs
to the charismatic chieftain whose death in battle doomed the Arab cause but inspired a generation
of Palestinians; as well as the British efforts of peacekeeping after General AllenbyA¢a -4,¢s
conquest of Jerusalem and their departure in the face of the onslaught.O Jerusalem! is a towering
testament to the fiery birth of Israel and an unforgettable tale of faith and violence, of betrayal and
indomitable courage. Collins and Lapierre’s story is the fruit of five years of intensive research and
many thousands of interviews. This edition contains an introduction by Dominique Lapierre
(translated from the original French by Larry Collins) as well as extensive biographical and chapter
notes.***About the Authors A¢a -4 ce Larry Collins & Dominique LapierreThe enormous success of
the international writing partnership of Larry Collins and Dominique Lapierre was based on the
phenomenal bestsellers Is Paris Burning?, Or IA¢a -4,¢ll Dress You in Mourning, O Jerusalem!,
Freedom at Midnight, and The Fifth Horseman. The last-named work was their fifth novel. Collins
and Lapierre were a unique team in that each wrote in his own language and their works were then
published simultaneously in French and English before being translated into sixteen other
languages. Their work was distinguished by immense attention to detail and thorough research.
Since the publication of their last joint work, The Fifth Horseman, Collins has published three

bestselling novels, Fall From Grace, Maze, and Black Eagles, while Lapierre published two



nonfiction bestsellers, The City of Joy and Beyond Love.
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Customer Reviews

A classic. | was in Israel recently and saw it on sale at the Israeli museum. Before my trip, my wife
and | had read the book and agreed that it was an amazing story. It should be required reading for
anyone going to Israel for more than a few days. | doubt if 1% of people in the western world are
aware of what went on in 1947/8 . To see what has been accomplished by the Israeli community in
60+ years is truly incredible. To see how the Jewish quarter, which was a pile of rubble in 1948, has
been rebuilt, is extraordinary. Israel has also become a high tech phenomenon, a leader in
agricultural innovation, and the #1 user of desalinization for its water supply. Do read this book if

you want to truly understand the transformation of a barren land in under 70 years.

Written by two journalists this volume conveys in a fascinationg way, the history of Israel’s becoming
an independant ste in 1948. | reads likeWritten by two professioal journalists, his volume is a history
of the founding of the modern state of Israel, It reads almost lika novel, moving, exciting, and in
spots leaves the reader almost breathless. It reaveals the laying of the foundation of Zionism, the

political manuevering of Zionists, Arabs and others both to restore the Jewish homeland and to keep



such restoration from occuring. As the U.N.was coinsidering proclaiming the estblishment of this
new nation there was a flurring of activity by both sides of the issue. From the Truman signing of the
declaration, through the announcment from Jerusalem of Israel’s birth, to the Arab war to erase
Israel just as it started, the authors take the reader through major and many minoir events that
finally brought an Israeli victory and routing of the overwhelmingly huge Arab forces. Thededication
and commitment of istrael’s people was amazing, and there are recorded instances that an
unbiased view canonly call Divine intervention. | was so moved that | read if four times. Here is

history that is exciting, especially in light of today’s Middle East events.

| bought a copy of this book when it first came out in 1972. | have re-read it throughout the years to
remind myself why the evening news still has stories about stife in "Palestine".It is a story of triump
for the Jews in their hard fought struggle culminating in nationhood, and a tragedy for Arabs who
imagined they would have a nation as well.lt is a story of unparalelled courage by the opposing
sides, and of dismal failure by the fledgling United Nations and the western powers to insure stability
at the end of the British mandate.it is well written and a gripping read; not a dead spot in the
narrative. i bought this edition because i had worn out my first edition. It is as exciting to read

todayas when i first opened its pages in ’72.

Excellent! Brings the events and people to life in a way that makes the reader actually FEEL
something. Not just a dry history book or recitation of simple facts. Very good and | recommend it to

anyone who is interested in the history and current status of Israel.

Covers an intense period in recent history and one cannot help but be humbled in the face the
suffering, courage and faith that these people experienced. Well written, gripping story - this is a re
read for me, think | first read the book in the 1980s and recent events in that troubled part of the
world reminded me of the book and kindled an interest in reading it again, especially after numerous

work related trips to the country in recent years.Delivery good, condition of product good

This book is a classic. Read it years ago in college and sent it now to my son. So glad it’s still in

print.

| love this book. | have it in a paperback, but ordered a hardback because | wanted a copy that

would last. This story of the first days of the Israeli-Arab war following Partition is incredible. | have



read it twice, and each time | got more information. | plan to read it again soon. The current (2015)

situation between Israel and Palestine makes this book all the more relevant.

Mostly about war. Not what | was looking for. Too many different characters and | got bored quickly.
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